Chapter VII
THE liUZABHTHAN PLOTTER
Few people arc aware that the scenario-writer
who flourished so abundantly in the days of the
silent films had his prototype in our own country
in remoter times. In both cases it was a matter
of necessity compelling, What we have first to
bear in mind is that in the great Elizabethan era,
collaboration in pktywriting was more the tale
than the exception. Those were the days when
the good old stock system was firat established,
that system which was pursued uninterruptedly
until a century ago, and, after a period of irregu-
larity and experimentation, seems now about to
be renewed, Companies then had permanency,
and the players, banded together on the common-
wealth principle, were their own masters. So far
from playwriting then being a haphazard sort
of business into which anybody might enter, it
was recognised as a craft to which one had to
serve a vague kind of apprenticeship, the possible
brevity of the period of probation being in direct
ratio with the skill evinced In tailoring parlance,
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